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Open your heart

Local matchmaker to host Lock and Key Singles Party

Lisa Darsonval wears a lock and holds a key at the
Santa Barbara Polo & Racquet Ckub in Carpinteria,
where during the Lock And Key Singles Party on
Sunday, men will break theice by using keys to open

locks worn or held by the women.

By DAVEMASON
NEW S-PRESS STAFF WRITER

Guys. it may never be this easy tounlock
your truelove's heart.

Men will hold the keys — literally — at an
upcoming event where the wamen will wear
locks arourd their necks. It's all part of the
third Lock and Key Singles Party noon to
3 p.m. Surd ay at the Santa Barbara Pdo &
Racquet Club, 3300 Via Real, Carpinteria.
The fee, $22 in advance and $32 at thedoor,
includes adrink, appetizers, valet parking
and viewing of that day’s two polomatches

The goal istofind a mate that fits.

Lisa Darsonval, owner of Santa Barbara
Matchmaking, the bu sness behind the
party, said she would tell men attending the
event: “Idid all the work for you ard got all
the women. You just have to showup! " The
d ating coach laughed.

Even if the menand wamendon't
immediately see fireworks, at 1 east they’ll
get a chance towin more than $2 000 worth
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of prizes. Everytime a man opens a lock,
boththe man ard woman turninthe key ard
lock far ti ckets for drawings for restaurant
certificates, services at salons, a massage,
jewelry. books, tarot readings and more. The
man arxd woman then get a new key ard lock
arxd can meet other people.

The man or woman who turnsin the most
keys or locks wins the Lock smith Award and
free ad mission to two future Lock and Key
Singles parties.

Thefirstpartieswere atterded by 30
peopleinOctober at EOS Lounge on
Anacapa Street and 60 peoplein February
at Kalyra By the Sea winery on State
Street. Ms. Darsonval expects 120 people
at Surday’s party. Typically pecplein their
30sto 30s attend the events but adults
of all ages are welcome. Ms. Darsonval
managesreg stration on her website,
www lockandkeyevents.comysb, sothat it's an
even split of women and men. ( If too many
women register, she closes that part of the



Meeting people,
Wlnnlng prizes

website until the men catch up.)

The nice thing i sthere'snofear
of rejection, M s Darsonval said.
“Nob ody says No; you can'ttry
tounlock my lock' It just doesn't
happen. Everybody istherefar the
same reasan (tomeet people ard
win prizes).”

If amanand waomand ecide
they're not interested in each
other, they simply part ways after
turning in their lock ard key, Ms.
Darsonval said. Butit's possbleto
meet sameme you like alot, she
said, adding that she knows oftwo
couples who started dating after
meeting each other at the parties.

“Therewas this ane couple(in
their:iO% they were so cute and
obvious,” Ms. Darsorval said . “For
thetwo ofthem, itdid nt matter
that there were 30 people around
them. Theywalked out, cannected
with each other, armin arm. They
werereally adorabl e™

“Everybody loves the event,” she
added ,refaring to nttes she has
read on her comp any’s Facebook
page. She said the mentypi cally
need more encouragement to go
tothe parties than the women,
but both gerd ers are glad theyre
there.

She said thekey and lock are
a good icebreaker arxd have
inspired men to say funny pi ckup
lines. (Keep them classy. guys. she
adwvised.)

Surday’s party is among those
presented nationally by Lock and
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Yhen a keyopens a lock, both
the man and woman get a icket
for a drawing for prizes.

Key Events. Ms. Darsanval signed a
cortract with the comp ary to hold
the Santa Barbara parti es. She

said Lock ard Key Events which
normally recommends hdding the
eventsin bars ard publicizes them
on its website (www lock ardkeyev

ents. cam), never heard crfcnein a
polofield.

“They said. ‘Areyou kidding
me?’ " Ms. Darsonval recalled. “I
said, ‘T know Santa Barbara;it’s
gangtobe popular.””™

Thelocation of the up coming
eventcame about after thepdo
club corntacted Ms. Darsorwval,
who started Santa Barbara
Matchmaking on Valentine's Day

The Lock and Ke ¥ Singles
Party will take place noon
Sunday at the Santa Barbara
Polo & Racquet Club, 3300 Via
Real, in Carpinteria. The ewnt
includes a drink, walet parking
and viewing of that day's two
polo matches. Advance tickets
cost $22. To purchase, go to
wwwy |lockandkeyewnts.com Ab
and type the promotion code
NE WS in all caps. Tickets
are $32 at the door. For more
inform ation, call Lisa Darson-
val, owner of Santa Barbara
Matchm aking, at 699-5650. For
more about her business, see
www s bm atchmaking.com.

in2012 ard was trained during
seminars held by Matchmakers
Alliance, a nati onal nonprofit. The
club asked herif she could host
monthly Meet the Matchmaker
events at the polo matchesasa
means of attracting singl es She
persuaded the club to let her
hold the Lock and Key Singles
Party there this Surday asa
way of pramaoting the Meet the
Matchmaker series. For the series,
tobe held the first Surd ay of
each month starting June2 at the
pdo club, she will answerdating
questions and oversee a game far
singles.

For now, she's keeping the
detail sunder lock and key.

email ! dmason (@ Newspress.com



